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Advertiſement, 


12 T hink it proper, to et the Reader know 
| that 1 have publiſh'd nothing in wy Let- 
ter to Dr. Milner, or to Mr. Coad, but what I 
Vas oblig'd unto: to do juſtice to myſelf, I. 
have been oblig'd to tell neceſſary Truths, in 
my own defence: their Conduct hath made 
it unavoidable that truth ſhould out. 


To Mr. Thomas Coad, Oc. 


ä HAD no ſooner publiſn'd my 
V“eetter to Dr. Milner, to prevent 
r ee bim from doing me and others, 
farther injuries; but you appear'd 


— 


in Pam'd upon the World for facts , things 
which are not true: this Scheme appear d to me 
ſo exceeding villanous that I could not help 
ſending you a Letter of reproof, which Letter 
with the whole, hitherto paſs'd between us I've 
now thought fit to publiſh ; it has been ſaid you 
are very Shrew d with me in your anfwer, 


whether you areor no, or whether you have well 


vindicated Dr. Milner s cauſe or no, is now left 


to the judgment of the Publick. 
[ wiſh theſe harmleſs doves and pious men 


as they wou'd be thought to be, wou'd act a- 


bove 


iin his pulpit and pray'd ſo as to 
make people believe, | had there. 
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bove board with me, and if they can diſprove 

any thing I wrote, or prove me an unbeliever, 
or charge vpon me any act of Diſhoreſty or in- 
juſtice, which Mr. Coad, ought to be able to do, 
otherwiſe he has been very wrong togive it me 


under his hand as if he could; nay, if they can 
pitch upon any abandon'd tool, which is fit to 


be employ'd in any wicked ruinous deſigns 
what ever, one who is under no reſtraint either 
from reaſon or conſcience, but will be wholly 
acted by the violence of their angry paſſions, 
all the favour atk is that they wou'd declare pub 
lickly what they have to ſay of me. then ſhou'd 
they Shvyfle and miſrepreſent, ſhou'd they forge 
up ſtories and make plauſible harangues to blind 
or work upon the paſſions of the vulgar, 1 mat- 
ter it not, for it will only make thoſe think ill 
of me for a time, who are fond of believeing eve- 
ry thing Dr. Milner, and his tools ſhall ſay with- 
out examination, and ſuch I diſpiſe; but as for 
all thoſe who will do me the juſtice to hear 
what have to ſay, I fear not pointing out to 
them plainly all their ſophiſiry; and if they 
miſrepreſent nie | know the reproach will recoil 
upon themſelves, and this is what theſe ſophiſters 
know very well, therefore tis they chuſe to deal 
with me in ſecret infinvations and in the dark 
I have read there is no beaſt in the World to 
be fear'd by man, as man, yet Ido ſolemnly de- 
clare I fear not theſe ſophiſters, neither will I 
Worſhip them, bur am determined to do by 
| gm 
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them, as its my duty to do with the greateſt of 


deceivers, 1 mcanthe Devil, reſiſt them: as I have 
truth on my {142 I doubt not of diſappointing 
the devices of the craſty, let them have ever ſa 
much art and cunning, provided, as | ſaid be- 
fore, they will be honeſt enough to declare pub- 
lickly what they have to ſay of me, and not 

uſe diſhonourable methods to try to make peo- 


ple think Ill of me, and that what P've wrote is 


kf not troe. 


Such as Deluſive prayers, Node, forugs, 
Frowns and the like, but the worſt way of 
defaming is doing it by deluſive Prayers under 


the vail of Piety and pretence of Seriouſneſs, 
this doubtleſs is a Sin of a ſcarlet dye. ſurely 
it can be no ſmall fin for a man when he is 


Nipt into the miniſtry, artfully to ſuggeſt 
things in his prayer, the worſt things his or a- 


nother mans wit can invent, purely to defame 
and render his neighbour odious to the popu- 
Jace; but the fin 1s the greater when he tells 
Falſe Stories in his prayer to God almighty 
againſt a neighbour, to Screen the vices of a- 
nother. what ever Mr. Coad and others think 

of it, 1t muſt always be matter of great lamen- 
tation to every good man, to ſee the greateſt of 
vices Countenanced, and the baſeſt behaviour 
find its advocates this way, for they know the 


religion of Jeſus can never flouriſh in any af- 


ſembly where the teacher does endeavour to 1 
5 n 
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ill offices to his neighbour by his prayer, they 

know fuch men and ſuch prayers muſt be very 
iuſurious to publick worſhip, becauſe all wiſe | 
and good men will ſoon grow aſham'd of fuch 1 
prayers and ſucli teachers too, Such a teacher N 
might well be ask'd what haft thon to do to 

take God's holy name into thy poliuted lips, 

doft thou think a God of infiute wiſdom will 
miſtake thy ill nature for 22al and that he 

cant diitinguiſh Craft from Religion, the words 

of the prophet Jeremiah are very applicable to 

ſuch Teachers I have not ſent theſe prophets 

yer they ran, they cauſe my people to err by their 

lies 4 and thoſe Words of St. Matt be they 

appear in ſh eeps Cloathing but inwardly are 
ravening wolves. © 2 : 


And we mightaſkthoſe who hear ſuch teach- 
ers, wherein do you expect to be the better 
1 for aſſembling together to hear them, for there 
can be but little reaſon to expect the labours 

of ſuch men can profit true Religion, who do 
{ Hor make Conſcience of performing all their 
| Duties to God with ſincerity and integrity, but 

will in prayer for their ſecular intereſt exert 
their or anothers ſharpeſt malice againſt a 


* ö 
ma 


** 


neighbour. = 


© Whoever looks into his Bible will find next 
to our Believing in Jeſus Chriſt the Principal 


— — — 


1. by Jeremiah, 26 C. 31, 32 ver. 3 Mat. 7, C. 8 yer, | - 


To 


Mr. CO 4 D 7 
precept in the Goſpel is love and Charity, 4 


new Commandment I give unto you that you 


love one another. 


Mom we Can't expect an envious deſigning 
man. Will preſs people with that earneſtneſs as 
he ought to the Practice of this noble duty love, 
 hemuit h luſb to tell people inthe pulpit with that 


carneſtneſs as he ought to do, that they ſhou'd 


live in perfect Concord, Peace and love, with one 


another, tho they ſhou'd not happen to think 2 
like in every thing, I ſay he muſt Sluſb to * 
theſe things in the Pulpit when men of ſenſe 


know all the Week long 'tis his endeavour to 


expoſe a Perſon to hatred and ill Uſage for 


not believing abſurdities, for not thinking and 
believing according to his direction, or if you 
will, becauſe he will not ſuffer himſelf to: be 
deceived by him. 4 


From this extraordinary Prayer of Mr. 
Coad, its eaſy to ſee how much fitter Forms 
of Prayer are for publick worſhip than extem- 
porary, becauſe then, when weak or wicked 
men ſlip into the Miniſtry, they can't carry 
their ſbufling tricks and jugles with them, into 
their Prayers, to ſtir up mens worſt Paſſions 
againſt their Neighbours  _ 


oh 


Should it be ſald that the beſt of inſtitutions 


c John 13. 3 
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may be abuſed, when weak or wicked men get 
ine the Miniſtry, and that there is no guard- 
ing againſt all the inconveniencies that may 
accidentally attend a thing, which in general 
is of good uſe and benefit to mankind, 

I anſwer, were people oblie'd to uſe a Form 
of prayer, it would effecually prevent theſe 
men from defaming their Neighbour by a Jeſus 
itical Prayer, they could not then with a ſanc- 
tified tone or ſcrew d up face, pray, bellowing 
out Lies, to the God of I ruth, againlt tneir 
Neighbours, they could not then with a wry 
looking prayer, deceive the credulous multitude 
by making them think juſt as it ſhall beſt ſuit 
their intereſt, a bad man a good man, or a good 
man a bad man, fince we ſee weak and wicked 
men do creep into the Miniſtry, men but of 
Few Talents, and whoſe abilitys will but juſt 
fit them to ſerveas tools, to vend in prayer 
the Spleen and Malice of a perſon, perhaps 
much worſe than themſelves, *. ' | 

Forms of prayer muſt certainly be fitteſt for 


publick worſhip, otherwiſe when an artful cun- 


ning man, ſhall'want his vices ſcreen'd by a 
diabolical prayer, made not by himſelf but a- 
nother, one of theſe weak men will be pitch'd 
upon as a tool to do it, that ſuch men lteal | into 
the miniſtry can't be denied, ſince we ſee your 
Cypad. your Denbury' 5 and your; Colliers up 

ot = 
I lately read a good piece of advice concen- 
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ing prayet, which I choſe to publiſh, for the 
ſake of theſe men, tis this. © Learn how to ad- 
*4dreſs the Almighty i in Prayer, indulge no pti- 
vate reſentments againſt your fellow Chriſ- 
*tians, in. that Solemn Duty; let nothing 
«{avour of wrath, or a party Spirit but pray 
«with the underſtanding alſo: and above all 
take heed you blend no controverſial affairs 
with your Prayers; Thus brethren that 
(ediffer as to leſſer matters, may yet worthip | 
“Od Sincerely together” Another reaſon 
why I think forms of prayer better than ex- 
tempory for publick worſhip is, becauſe every 


part of it ought to be done decently, and N 


order, and to editfication. 


— 


Prayer i is the beſt and moſt folemn ad of Di- 


vine worſhip, becauſe therein both Miniſter 


and people have to do immediate! y with God 
himſelf; now the prayers of defigning men 
cannot be decent and in order and to edification, 

I mean to the Saints, when they ſay things in 


their prayers to accompliſh hellih eſigns, and 


when a Paſſionate angry malicious def dens 
man is at Liberty to pray as he will, we hav 

no reaſon to think but he will talk to God al- 
mighty in his prayer, in the moſt artfull 
abet he can to bring, about his black deligas. 


oF had.4 no ſooner left Dr. Milner's 8 Miniſtry 
put 1 was pointed out in his prayer for one, 
— B. 3 who 


* - 
: * 
4 
# 

| 
* 
"7 
.* 
1 
* 

* 


£3 


16 To Nr. C0 4 


who did not Tore chriſt nor mind his ways, a 
man of common ſenſe nuſt know ſuch a 
prayer tends more to ſtir up ſtrife than to 
edification. V 

Such juglers in prayer wou'd do well to 
meditate upon theſe two Texts of ſcripture 
every time they are going to pray; My fon 
give me thine veart, and tam thor, that for all 
theſe things God will bring thee into judgment, 
„ and then let them play the Hypocrite in 
rayer if they can, ſurely, if they did duly conſi- 
voy that God will be found of thein, and 
only them, who feek him with their whole 
Hearts, that is in Sincerity, they wou'd take 
oreat care that they did not affront God: any 
more with ſham Prayers. e 


Another reaſon why I think forms of Prayer 
better than extemporary for publick worſhip is, 
| beeauſe in extemporary prayers I've often heard 
2 deal of inconfiſtency, confuſion and nonſenſe, 
not to ſay blaſphemy, but things abſolutely 
unfit to be utter'd, things which are very in- 
decent toward our maker, Bt 


But fince there are a great number of weak 
men got into the Miniſtry, men who have nota 
capacity to offer up to Goda rational conſi- 
ſtent prayer without a form, therefore I think 
forms of prayer are beſt for publick worſhip; _ 
„„ VILEW. 52: otherwife 
| = 
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_ Otherwiſe I think 'tis impoſſible effectually 
to ſecure the decency, the ſolemnity, and pro- 
fitableneſs of that noble duty, for what peals 
of nonſence does your Coad's your Denbury's 
and Collier's ring in the Ears of Senſible people 
when they prayxy. 1 
Another reaſon why I think forms of 
prayer beſt for publick worſhip is, becauſe 
prayer is a duty in which all that are preſent 
ought to join and ſay Amen. 11 21 
Now every one knows ſaying Amen in 
prayer, ſignifies that we do both underſtand 
and aſſent to what is ſaid, and if fo, the cafe, 
will too often happen if ſome people are not 
oblig'd to Uſe a form of prayer, that the wiſe 
and conſiderate part of the congregation, will 
not be able to joyn in that exerciſe. 8 
For inſtance when he who is to pray is 3 
deſigning man, or a filly fellow; tis impoſſi - 
ble for a wiſe man to aſſent or ſay Amen to the 
malitious wry looking expreſſions of a deſignin 
mans prayer, or to the crude undigeſtedſenſleſs 
matter of a prayer made by a filly fellow, 
and there uſe to he a great deal of it in ſuch 
a mans prayer, when he afteds to he pretty 
8 that exerciſe, 5 „ 
That Joynt prayer is a duty, a neceſſary 
and eſſential —4 of publick worſhip, 2 
lain from the form of prayer left us by ou 
Saviour “ tis obſervable (as one ſays) that the 
excellent platform * prayer, Chriſt r 
* 2 N 
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«his Diſciples ſuppoſes à joint performance 
of the duty; Our Father which art in Heaven 
4 implving that more than one were to 
< put up the ſame petitions; and that his 


& difciples ſhou'd pray together in ſocietieg 
* and bodies: and by our Saviour's concluding 
Whis prayer with an Amen we learn that we 
© ought to ſay Amen, when we pray“ and if 
the whole congregation is to join in prayer 


and ſay Amen doubtleſs he who prays ſhou'd 


| 3 0 pray ſo as to be underſtood, and not 
_ fiy*thitgs which good men cannot aſſent to, 
nor approve of. S e 


* 


Jet ſo it is, ſome pray like the Papiſt, ſor 


Inſtance, as if they thought they were to 
believe for the people and pray for them too, 


es if they thought God Almighty required 


nothing more of the people than their bodily 
preſence at the time of prayer. 


Whether the reaſons I have given to 


prove that forms of prayer are better than 
extemporary, for — devotion are conclu- 


the reader: However, I believe ſome will 
object againſt the uſe of forms of prayer be- 


tauſe *tis the practice of the Church eſta- 


Bliſh'd; ſuch I muſt tell tis very Wicked to 


2 


Qiſlike a thing meerly becauſe the eſtabliſhd 
Eurelf üſes lr. 


Some I believe will ay Laymen can read 


prazers, but this is no more; an objetlion 


againſt 


* 


mit to the Judgment of 
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againſt forms of prayer than againſt, extempo · 
rary prayer, or indeed againſt reading the 
ſcriptures in publick worſhip; for Laymen. cag 
read the ſeriptures and pray extemporary too, 
nay much better than ſome: who are calbd 
- There are ſome too, will object againſt 
forms of prayer, and ay they are for pray- 
ing with the ſpirit, and not knowing what 
'iis to pray with the ſpirit; they will ex- 
claim againſt the uſe of forms, thinking  *tis 
 impoſlible to pray with the ſpirit by q 


£- 
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But this is a very great miſtake, for when 
we pray by a form, if our ſpirit accompany's 

the words of prayer, 'our., ſpirit prays, we 
do then truly pray with the ſpirit, for I 
apprehend praying with the ſpirit, does im, 
ply that a man muſt be hearty and ſincere 
id every part of prayer, in ſhort I appre- 

hend praying by the ſpirit implyes this and 
nothing more, that a mans heart and foul 
ate engaged when he - prays, and will any 
one ſay a man can't do this, if he prays 
ene ot ff amp Pol mg none 
have given ſeveral reaſons why I think 

forms of prayer beſt for publick - worſhip, 
what I expect designing men will ſay here 
upon, to inflame the paſſions of the ignorant 
—__ me is this, that I ,wou'd not if . 
wed help it allow people go pray extem- 
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= in publick, to prevent them from 
ng upon as many as J can by ſuch 2 
way of talking, I do think it proper to declare 
to all mankind, I am ageinſt depriving any one 
of his civil or religious liberty. nay, if the Diſ- 
ſenters had no better Teachers then voor Coad's 
your Denbury's and your Collier's I ſnould be a- 
gainſt hindering them from hearing ſuch men 
as they, tis true I ſhould pity them, for being 
ſo badly off wich Teachers; yet even ſuch men 
as theſe I would not filence, 1 hate all force in 
JJ rot 7's 21590 
Another thing I expect theſe men will ſay is, 
that I publiſh'd my reafons for the uſe of forms 
of prayer in publick worſhip, on purpoſe to 
pleaſe the Church people, that I Publiſh'd them 
with bad views with an evil deſign to create 
diſputes and defferences between the Church: 
and diſſenters, but all this I do moſt ſolemnly 
deny and declare that the true reaſon of my 
doing it, was becauſe my Character has been ſe- 
Veral times ſtruck at in an Extempore prayer; 
twas this occaſion'd my writing on the ſubjeR; 
It was not to gain the reſpect of any one what+ 
ever, much leſs was it to Incenſe people one 4+: 
_ gainft another, I ſhould be ſorry if ſuch an I 
nfe ſnould be made of what 1 have wrote by. 
any one, but I ſhould be heartily glad if ty 
Mopid make theſe men leave of aying things 
In their prayers to defame their neighbours, 
_ for the foqure- GyingAuch things 


_ 


in 
prayer: 
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prayer which they know the moſt piou ſlydiſ- 
poſed cannot aſlent unto and ſay Amen: . 
have in my Letter to Dr- Milner, page 28. 
29. declar'd the true reaſon. of my leaving his 
| miniſtry, by which the reader will fee that 
they do not ſpeak the truth, who ſay it was be- 
cauſe l was angry with him for Preaching 
things which I do not believe, I now beg leave 
to declare the report given out, that I hear the 
fame preaching now in the Church as I did at 
the Meeting is alſo falſe, for the miniſter I now 
hear, Preaches the truth of the Goſpel plainly 
to the people, he preaches what he takes to be 
the ſence of Scripture without conſulting the 
humours of the people, he doesnotendeavour by 
his preaching to pleaſe a few who are got into 
a particular way of thinking, he ſcorns to be 
guilty of a baſe and cowardly concealment of 
the truth, to pleaſe any one, he does not ſay 
things in his Sermons to catch an unthinking 
-Mob, he does not affe& to preach obſcurely, 
that his Congregation might not know his Sen- 
timents, he does not Flatter any into the Be- 
lief of ſuch things himſelf takęs to be falſe, no, 
he cannot practice ſuch mean ſuch groveling arts 
-*tis two mean for-his Study, I wiſh 'it was for 
all thoſe: who defire to be thought men of ten- 
ger Conſciences. the miniſter I now hear. does 
not preach to Inflame his. or other peoples paf- 
ons, no, he aims to do good to the ſouls of 
by his preaching practical truths in a plain 
imilligible manner, mould 
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> Stibuld it be ſaid, «they; mean J ſtill heat 
things preach'd in the church which I dont bes 


Tieve; why” thoſe who are weak enough to 


believe I left: Pr. Milner's Miniſtfy for his 
preaching! what l did not believe, or that 1 am 
angry with a Miniſter when he preaches his 
Sentiments, if they are not mine, I muſt tell 


them they are ſo very much miſtaken, that 


1 can be no more angty with a man upon 
ſuch an account; then 1] cou'd be: angry 


with a man for his being ſhorter or taller 
than my ſelf, or for his not being able tþ 


eat every thing which 1 do. if ] know! my 
own! heart, I am ſure 1 cannot be angry 
with a miniſter for ſpeaking his : ſentiments 
in tlie pulpit, as freely as he thinks them, 
whether they are mine or not, I know tis 


Impoſlible but that there will always be dif- 


ferent ſentiments in men, as long as theme 


are different Capacities in men; I can't quan- 


gel, or be Angry with any man for- ndt 
having juſt- the fame apprehenſions with my 
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If we know a man does think different 


* 


from vs in ſome ſpeculative points; I dont 


fee? any reaſon- we have to be angry with 


Him for it, we might indeed by friendly de- 
bates endeavwor to hon him wherein his nd- 
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Hons appear to us to be repugnant to reaſon 
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felt. provided my own - Liberty and conſeienop 
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and revelation, but if our beſt arguments will 
not convince him, he is in an error, We. 
ought to love him ſtill, and do as we muſt all 
do, after all our talks about Speculative points, 
wait till the judgment of the great Day, 
to know who is in the right: *till we come 


to this happy temper, we might venture to 


fay there can never be peace on earth, 
nor good will among men. 
i. Alas, why ſhou'd we be angry with one 
another, for thinking different in incompre- 


henſible things, when we find in the judg- 
ment of the great day, we fhall be approv'd. 


or - diſapprov'd of God, according as our 


Works have been either good or evil; not 


according as our faith has been in ſpeculative 


I wiſh theſe things were duly conſidered 


by us and every. thing that ; render'd the 


ſtudy of. the ſcriptures hazardous, either ta 
a mans reputation. or property, were remoy'd 


out of the way; for tis matter of great. la- 


mentation, that in a proteſtant Country where 
the ſtudy of the ſcriptures is allow'd to be e- 


very ones duty; it might be truly faid 
that St. Paul was not in Deaths and dun- 


* gers ſa oft among the Jews, as the Doctrine 
6 o examining al things, which be inculcates; 
& Das been among ſome. - millaken Aealata 
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To. Mr. COAD 


4 Doftrine of . Charity he recommends is from 


*the Hearts of fome profefs'd Chriſtians.” . 

T hope k have ſaid enough to ſatisfy every 
ratiorial man, that the report is not true 
that | was angry with Dr. Milner, and left his 
Miniſtry becauſe he Preach's what 1 did not 


believe. 


But becauſe I believe many by ſuck a report 
are brought to think me a Deiſt, and that *tis 


the ſacred ſcriptures which | diflike to hear 


preach'd, | think it neceſſary to tell what fort 


of preaching it is, which I do like to hear, and 
_ aIfo which I do not, and likewiſe who thoſe 
Miniſters are which 1 do like to hear preach, 
and alſo which I do not. 


Now the preaching I like to hear is. in 


; ſhort your rational preaching, 'tis the Doc- 


trines of God I like to hear preach d, Doc- 


trines, which tend to promote Chriſtian 
truth, peace and charity, and the ſort of 


preaching which I don't like to hear is ſuch 
that doth corrupt the ſacred ſcriptures. | 
don't like to hear the Doctrines of men, td 
hear unintelligible miſteries preach'd up; 1 


can't receive any benefit from them. 


The Miniſters 1 like to hear preach, are 
thoſe who do not walk in craftineſs nor handle 


the word of God deceitfully, who can ſooner 


die than commit or purpoſe that which is un- 


zuſt and diſhoneſt, or unworthy 2 good man, 


who according to Mr, Prior 2 advice in his 
charge 


A LETTER _ 


eharge, page 1. 3d. edition,“ behave toward 
* their brethren in the Miniſtry (and T will 
„add towards all men,) with a dignity and a 
| «Glory, | in whoſe behaviour there is nothing“ 
dark and deſigning nothing ſbutflng end Jreak- 
ing. 
and the Miniſters which J do not like to 
hear preach, are ſuch who will ſay things 
in and out of the pulpit, to pleafe the 
thoughrlefs vulgar, ſuch: things which do 
confirm people in abſurd notions of the Di- 
vine being, for what ever they might think of 
it, let them ſeem to people ever ſo much con- 
cern'd about the growth of Deiſm, they do by 


ſuch preaching and talking millead 9 4 


beyond Deiſm. 
The Miniſters I dont like to bar preach, 
are thoſe whoſe aim in preaching is more ts 
pleaſe than to profit the people,“ thoſe who 
preach ſuch things to the people that when 
they are told they don't believe them them- 
ſelves yet have impudence to return for an- 
ſwer, if they don't the people muſt.** 
Thoſe who by ſly inuendoes will endea- 
vour to leſſen and detract from the Character 
of uſefull men, of ſuch who make conſcience of 
declaring plainly the whole council of God, 


— _—_— * — 


n muſt be 1 the caſe of Denbury, for he told 1 me, he has aber d 


: his former method of preaching, becauſe he found, it did not pleaſe: 


e When Derbary i is told, he don't believe himſelf what he 
_ He gives this Anſwer. You muſt thq believe it. 
C that 


To Mr. CO AD 


that they might in the great day, have their 
conduct approv'd by him whoſe Goſpel they 
Have undertaken to-preach.* . 


eo 


But to ſay no more, the men which I do. 


not like to hear preach, but do think all 
men might well be aſham'd of, are thoſe who. 


| know: not how rightly to divide the Word 
of truth, who cannot: diſtinguiſh the Doctrines 
and inventions of men, from the pure Doc. 


trines of the Goſpel of Chriſt, or if they can 


which is much worſe, they will to pleaſe and 


to obtain favour: among the more ignorant 
and injudicious, preach up thoſe: very whims 
of men, which are the cauſes of that infi- 


delity now going amongſt us, you give me to 
underftand, every ones reputation is ſo dear 
to you, that was there an occaſion for it, you 
wou'd readily put up the ſame petition for me 


2 you did for Dr. Muner, I muſt tell Mr. 
Coad, whether he is angry or not, I find him 


fach a ſorry advocate for Dr. Milner,” that l 
ſhall never choſe him to eſpouſe my cauſe, 
by any arguments he can uſe to men, much 
Jeſs ſhall I defire him to expoſe - hunſelf be- 
fore a congregation; by telling an idle tale to 


8989 | ; o 1 8 LES - — enen 5 © 65 — 
this is what Denbury did endeayour to do with me. in regard 
O 1. 


to Mr. Foſter: for upon my ſaying afew things in favour 


Futter, that I might not think well of him. he had the impotence | 


to tell me before Dr. Milner. I did not know Mr. Fefe as we 


as he did, and it was all 1 cou'd get from him. a rare fellow (this 
- > by WET Wit rrp 2:0 ot ISR 


11 God 


Denbury) do preach. > 214 
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God Almighty. I ſhall never deſire him, to 
make a beilowing or long whining prayer fot 
me: you ſay you have no inclination to enter 
the liſt of Authors, I do aſſure Mr. Coad, 
| don't think the diſſenting intereſt, would have 


lou riſt'd a jor the leſs, it he had never enter'd 


the liſt of Teachers VEST BAY 
expect Dr. Milner and you, will tell people 


J dont conſider how much the uſefulneſs of 


Miniſters depends upon their reputation, which 
way of talking for ought | know might ſerve 


well enough to amule ſome people, but then 


the miſchief of it is this, men of reaſon will ſa 


tis pity that you yourſelves had not confider'd 
this ſooner, they will conſider, who it was ru- 


in'd. your reputation, whether it was not youll 
your ſelves, that did it, and if they perceive it 


was, ſhould you tell them the uſefulneſs of mi- 
niſters depends very much upon their reputati- 


an, they will immediatly tell you, ſince you 


knew this you are the more to be blam'd for 


not taking due care of yours. yt 


£ 


But is there a regard to be had to the reputa- 
s 0 . ®-..- 8 
tion of miniſters, ſo there is to that of the peo- 


ple too, and it was the regard I had for mine 
which occafion'd my publiſhing that Letter of 


mine to Dr. Miter, and this to you, to reſcue 


it from thoſe evil reports which were given out 
of me, for I muſt tell you when J ſaw myſelf 


Malitionfly repreſented to the world, as a 
man who does hold very dangerous errors in fo 


- much 


22 JO Mr. CO 4D 
much that ſome are thereby brought to look 


upon me as an rnbeliever and a Scorner, when 
J only Scorn to ſubmit to any religion but what 
appears, to me to be of Chriſt's Inftituting, when 

ſee my ſelf repreſented to he a man who does 
not love Chriſt, nor mind his ways, to be one 


7 who has thrown of all religion, and is looſe 


in his morals, in ſhort, when I ſee my ſelf by 
a lilly fellow, pointed out in a Jeſuitical prayer 
to be one who has caſt falſe and unjuſt aſperſi- 
ons, on anot hers good name, when J ſee theſe 
things for my part, without Conſulting any one 
at all, I look upon my ſelf oblig'd and always 
mall, to write in my own defence, 
I am told Dr. Milner does now defy any one 
to point out any one good quality in me, Ideſire 
Mr.:Coad to tell him, people ſay he is a fool 
to talk ſo of me now, when he has been heard 
Formerly to ſay other things of me, what ever 
he might think of: it, thoughtfull men will look 
upon his talking in this manner of me, to be 
no leſs then an inſult upon their underſtanding, 
Men ef ſenſe will unavoidably ſee, that he thus 
ſpeaks of nie is owing to his Bitter Rancorous 
and Revengefull Diſpoſition, tho he might make 
ſome to ſee a thing to be white or Black juſt as 
he ſhall tell them, yet he will never be able to 
play ſuch pranks 82775 the e of 

cConſiderate me. 
Now I think it Cal have been much botter 
ang enn more anni 206, in Dr. ee tad 
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had em ploy'd one of his Tools to ſay, I had not 
one good qualny in me, and not have faid it 
himſelf, becauſe bis ſpeaking as demunitively as 
he can of me now, ſince formerly he did uſe to 
ſpeak otherwiſe of me is in iact letting peopleplain- 
ly fee, that when he treaks of a man with whom 
he is angry to vend his malice againſt him, he 
can throw of all regards to Truth, which a 
good man ſhouid be ſo far from doing that he 
ſhould carefully avoid every thing which will 
Prejudice the world againſt its 

Ihe Biſkop of Oxford ſays, in his excellent 
charge to the Clergy of his Diocefs 79 e 
pleaſure in making mens miſtakes or Nefipns 
thought worſe then they are, to Judge barih- 
b of them with reſpeit to another world, or 
zo expuſe them to ill uſage in this, to refuſe 
them due allowances for bumane Infirmity or be 
more backward to own their Merits. than to 
ſee their faults, ſuch Behaviour, inſtead of 
promoting Truth, will prejudice the world 
againſt it; will give unbelievers dreadful 
Advantages, and for ever prevent that union 
amongſt Chriſflians, which would procure us, a- 
bove all things, the eſteem of men and the 
bleſ/mg of God. gs 1 5 5 . 
| Becauſe, 1 have heard Dr. Milner, often 
talk about the decay of religion, I chooſe to 
cConclude with that the Biſhop ſays in the 
ſame charge, when he was their ſpeaking a 


dout the decay of Religion, Our Grief ſay be 
—_ 2 
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24 A LETTER 
for the dee of Religion, nigbr be attended 


with much comfort in regard to our ſeives, 
cou d we but truely ſay that no faults, or in- 
Fre mities, of ours bad ever given Advantages 

againſt it. . 
Tieovill Somerſetſbire. „ 
October, 1740. l am yours Gc. 


Sam. Dampier, 


10 U, know I have lately printed a Let- 


ter to Dr. Milner, Pve charg'd him therein with 
nothing but what I am ready to prove; they 
are Facts moſt of them that the World is well 
acquainted with, and I am well perſwaded, 
you your ſelf are no ſtranger to them; and 
I. cannot but wonder how you can anſwer it 
to God, your own conſcience, and the world, 
to appear in his pulpit as you did laſt Sen- 
day, and pray, as I was told you did, to this, 
effect. That God would enable bim to Hou, 
with Patience, the loſs L his reputation and 
gad name which then had unjuſiiy derived 


\ 


* 
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bim of and alſo that God would. diſappoins 


them in their deſign. I would atk you, who 
deprived him of his good Name? was it not 
himſelf; if what Ive charged him with be 
true 'was himſelf; which muſt ſtand, until 
he hunſelf or ſome ſuch Champion as you 
have diſprov'd the Fads. But I am apt to 
think neither his Too! Denbury, nor you, can 
do his cauſe much good; however if you 
think you can vindicate your Maſter, l'le 
willingly attend you into. the World as ſoon 
as ever you pleaſe; but I'm afraid you'l ſcarce 


venture in Print what y ou bellow out in the 


Pulpit. I would ask you too, what tis that you 


meant by begging of God to diſappoint them, in 
their deſigns? dare you ſpeak out plainly, what 


you there offer'd to God in Prayer before the 
Congregation hypocriticaily? I think, a Perſon 


of a {mall Capacity, (therefore you well might,) 


can fee the intention of that Letter? It's to 
cleir up my Reputation from thoſe falſe reports 
Dr. Milner and his Tools have given out; and 


.do you think I'm to be blam'd for ſo doing ? or 


do you think that he and his. Tools are to be ſuf, - 
fer'd to ſay all manner of things fafly of me, and 


that they ought not to be contradicted? now 1f 

the obvious deſign ' of my Letter is to reſcue 
my good Name from thoſe malicious Reports 

which are given out againit me, do you not 


think *tis an horrid. Wickedneſs ! in you to beg 


* Cod to diſappôint the deligus of that Let- 
D ter 7 
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with much comfort in regard to our ſelues, 


| cou'd o e but truely ſay that no faults, or in- 
Armities, of. OUrs bad EVENT £iven Advantages ; 


againſt it. 


| © Teovill Somerſerſbire. 


Ottober, 1740. lam yours Ge. 
Sam. Dampier, 


A Letter to Mr. Thomas Cad 


Ob, know I have lately printed a Let- 
ter to Dr, Milner, I've charg'd him therein with. 


nothing but what I am ready to prove; they 
are Facts moſt of them that the World is well 
- acquainted with, and I am well perſwaded, 


you your ſelf are no ſtranger to them; and 


I. cannot but wonder how you can anſwer it 


to God, your own conſcience, and the world, 

to appear in his pulpit as you did laſt Stn- 

day, and pray, as I was told you did, to this, 

effect. eh That 00 

with Patience, the loſs % his reputation and , 
ad unjuſtly deprived | 


NY 
* 


od would enable him to bear, 1 


To Mr. COAD 25 


bim of; and alſo that God would: diſttpoing 
them in their deſign. I would aſk you, who 
deprived him of his good Name? was it not 
himſelf; if what l've charged him with be 
true r'was himſelf; which muſt ſtand, until 
he hunſelf or ſome ſuch Champion as you 
have diſprov'd the Facir. But I am apt to 
think neither his Tool Denbury, nor you, can 
do his cauſe much good; however if you. 
think you can vindicate your Maſter, Ile 
willingly attend you into. the World as "ſoon. 
as ever you pleaſe; but I'm afraid you'l ſcarce 
venture in Print what you bellow out in the 
Pulpit. I would ask you too, what tis that you 
meant by begging of Cod to diſappoint them, in 
their deſigns? dare you ſpeak out plainly, what 
you there offer'd to God in Prayer before the 
_ Congregation hypocritically? [ think, a Perſon 
of a {mall Capacity, (therefore you well might,) 


can fee the intention of that Letter? it's to b 


cler up my Reputation from thoſe falſe reports 
Dr. Milner and his Tools have given out; and 
do you think 'm to be blam'd for ſo doing ?. or 
do you think that he and his. Tools are to be ſuf” - 
fer'd to ſay all manner of things fafly of me, and 
that they ought not to be contradicted? now if 
the obvious delign of my Letter is to reſcue. 
my good Name froin thoſe malicious Reports 
which are given out againit me, do you not. 
think tis an horrid. Wickedneſs ! in you to beg 
'of God to diſappoint the dcbgns of that Let-, 

DD ter ? 
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ter? Iwouldask you what preſent reward you are 
to have for playing the Hypocrite in Prayer for 
your Maſter, you are greatly to be blamed if 
you don't make ſire of a good reward: fer 
Hypocrites are ſure of a very bad portion here- 


after, If I miſtake not you are now without 


a Shop, and I believe your Brother Denbury can't 


hold his long. whether you think the People 
will be impos'd upon 77 by your Maſter 
Milner or that they will take to you upon his 


recommendation I can't tell; but this 1 can tell 


that even then you would have but a poor re- 


ward for playing the Hypocrite for him. I be- 


Wo lieve the People of Dorcheſter will not take 
0 your Maſter's advice in the choice of a Miniſ- 


ter, but perhaps you think he has already ſuf- 
ficiently paid you, for offering up to God a 


few hypocritical Prayers for him, by letting you 


have, I think itis ten Pounds, which you. had not 
any right to. I mean that Money which was 
ſent annually from Briſtol, by me to Dr, Milner, 
which I paid him for the uſe of ſvelchefter 


Meeting. The caſe was this Dr. Milner ap- 


ply'd to Briſtol] for Money to carry on a ſecond 
Turn at Jvelebeſter, his requeſt was granted, 
but inſtead of diſpoſing of that Money accord- 
ing to the Application for which it was made, 
and according to the intent and deſign for 


which it was given, that is to the Preachers of 


that ſecond Turn, Dr. Milner and you have 
© juggled that they Have 
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To Mr. COAD m7 


Rand one Farthing of the ten Pounds: its no. 
good excuſe to ſay the Money was due to yop. 
for Preaching there before, ſince it was given 


to carry on a fecond Turn, which they could 
not do without it; Money was due to others 
on the ſame account, yet they never had any 
part of it, the World can cafily gueſs why Dr. 
Milner let you have the Money above any body 


_ elſe, Neither is it a good excuſe to ſay the 


People were willing of its being paid to you, 
(tho? "tis a Queſtion whether the 


the intent for which it was given, that is to 


thoſe who ſupply'd the ſecond. Turn: Nay 


"twas a piece of injuſtice of you to defire them 
to conſent that the Money ſhould be other- 


wiſe diſpos'd of, ſo that between you, you 
haye acted a very unjuſt part about that Money. 
I think indeed it would have been diſhoneſt 


in you 1f you had only deprived them of part 


of that Money, but *tis much more ſo to de- 
prive them of the whole. 1 need not ask you, 


may it not be ſaid for want of rightly applying 
that Money it was Dr. Milner and you who: 
cut up Iuelcheſter Meeting Houſe Door. 


Jam yours &c, a 
Sam. Dampier © 


p. 8 


| | eople knew 
any thing of it) becauſe they ought not to or- 
der the Money to be paid but, according to 
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P. S. I don't think you can be ſaid to be an 
honeſt Man, until you have paid back that 
Money to thoſe that preached the ſecond urn. 

I preſume your Maſter Milner has now pitch'd 
Ci ALF 0] C16) 2.28 + 15 1 4 1 —_ 
upon you for his Tool to do his dirty Jobbs, 


but l defy him and all his Tools join'd toge- 


ther, if they will declare plainly and publickly, 
what they do inſinuate flyly and privately fo 


much as, to ſully my Character. Nay 1 believe 
Ne and ail his Tools will ſoon be ſowell known, 


t | 


x 


at *twill not be in their united power ta 3 


injare the Reputation of a common Porter. 
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F Onfidering former Friendſhip, I was ſurpri- 


ed to ſeceive ſuch an angry Epiſtle froin 


vob; the Language of which in many Places I 


ſhan't imitate and being not conſcious 1 deſervd 


the, weight of your Reſ+ tment, The Charge 
1s grounded on a wrong Information. If there 
e any who delight to carry Intelligence io 
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make Holden between Neis shbours, thev ſhould 
take Care to ſpeak only te Truth, The Pertt- 
tions that gave ſo great offence could be but 
theſe two, which | perfectly well remember, 
and can produce Vouchers for —— that God 
would bear him up, viz. the Doctor under his 
Diſcouragements in his Work; and wipe off, 
in his Providence all falſe and unjuſt Aſp erb 

jons, caſt on his good Name. And hee iS 
the Crime contained in them? and are they not 
Different from the Repreſentation made to 
3 ? dont miniſters meet with many diſcou- 
ragements in the diſcharge of their Duty? 

Many difficulties in their way ? and is there 
Harm in begging God would ſupport 

0 under them ? and as the Doctor's Cha- 
racter has had plentifull aſperſion, thrown on 
it, both in Town and Country, are none of 
them falſe? none of them unjuſt > ſurely 
Charity can never believe it, and if his good 
Name only in ſome few Inſtances bave been 
abuſed, ' tis my Duty as 2 Chriſtian, and a Lo- 
ver of Mankind to defire the Removal of all 
ſuch from thence.” No impartial Perſon J 
think, has Reaſon to load me with hard Names 
on this account; muſt I be ſeverely cenſured 
for acting up to my Profeſſion? if fo, Pl con- 
tentedly bear it, having many remarkable Ex- 
amples to reconcile me thereto. So dear 18 
every ones Reputation, that 1 would readily 


it ve the ſame Petition for an Enemy, much 
bY more 


— —— 
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more for Mr. Dampier, or any injured Friends; 
and I would hope without incurring the Guilt 
of Hypocriſy, which you roundly faſten up- 
on me. Pray Sir give me leave to ask you; 
what Foundation, you have t9 juſtify it. Do 
you pretend to ſtep into the Province of the 
ſearcher of Hearts? or have you the Faculty 
of dilcerning Spirits communicated to you 
from above? no certainly; this you cannot 
boaſt of; for then you would have been con- 
vinced of the contrary, for I was never more 
ſerious in any part of Prayer; and I dare an- 
ſwer it to God, my own Conſcience and the 
whole World; you might well bluſh therefore 
to be the Author of ſuch a vile Imputation: 
Had you firſt weigh'd in your thoughts, what 
our Lord has faid to forbid his Followers from 
calling others, or one another by ſuch re- 
proachful Terms, in Matt her 5. 22, perhaps 
you might have inſerted a ſofter Word. As 
you have ranged me amongſt the Hypocrites, I 
And | muſt take up with your common Fare 
hereafter ; the very Eſſence of Charity ! but 
this is my comfort, ] am not to ſtand before 
your Tribunal, for he who judgeth me is the 
Aur} You ask what I meant by begging o 
God to djſappaint them in their deſigns? I 
anſwer, I had no meaning to the Expreſſion, 
becauſe I never uſed it nor dropt a Syllable of 
that Nature, as many credible Witneiles, if 
gall'd pon, cap teſtify, Then is not this 3 
© | groundlch 
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groundleſs Queſtion? how does the horrid Wick- 
edneſs in me appear vis. to beg of God to diſ- 
appoint the deſigns of the Letter? You have no 
doubt a Right to vindicate your Character when- 
ever you pleaſe, but Icould wiſh Sir, in attempt- 
ing it, you had imitated nearer the ſacred Style, 
and diſcovered more of the chriſtian Tem- 
per. Pl aſſure you I have no inclination to 
enter the Liſt of Authors: the Doctor is beſt 
able to defend himſelf, 1 fhall not preſume 


therefore, to take his own work out of his 


e The Money I apprehend was given to 


Hands. You call him my Maſter. you had 
equal Right to conſtitute him my Judge, or make 
him what you pleaſed, tho I acknowledge one 
alone for my Maſter. 7. e. Jeſus Chriſt, before 
whoſe Bar you and I muſt give an account for 
all our actions another Day: but to reſume the 
former Topick ——— If I am to have but a 
poor reward for playing the Hypocrite in ano- 
ther World, tis Wiſdom in me you apprehend 
to ſecure a good one here; it ſhould be a ver 

large one indeed, in exchange for all that 1s 
valuable beyond Mortality; but the miſchief of 
it is, | have no advantage of any kind promiſed 
me, I deſpiſe the infinuation and will give you 
my word I have been influenced by no merci- 
nary views, tho' perhaps, you imagine you have 
ſtruck the Mark, when you ſuggeſt 1 am already 
ſufficiently pay'd, notwithſtanding | have re- 
ceived but about half the Sum you mention, a 
mighty one truly to proſtitute my Conſcience 


tupport 


32 A LETTER 


ſupport the Diſſenting Intereſt at Ivelehe ſter, 
and is it not one good method to maintain it 
to pay the Arrears? could you ſupport your 
Credit long in the World, if your Debts were 
to be cancelled? had I not a right thereto: 
and if by the Approbation of Mr. ——— 
with the Appointment of the Principle Mem- 
bers of that Meeting I received that ſmall al. 
lowance for two or three Years, | can't ſee the 
Injuſtice and Diſhoneſty attending it: it muſt 
be confeſs d, that Congregation was very 
weak, if ſuch a Trifle ruined it. A likely J 
ftory ! to this you reply the Briſtol Money p 
was intended to carry on another Turn and N 
that this was the only Intention of the grant, 
which as | have been inform'd is not true in 
Fact, therefore it merits no Anſwer, and your 
Reaſoning upon it, is vain. Upon Examination 
vou may find your ſelf miſtaken, when yon ſay 
that Money was due to others on that Account, 
they had not any part of it; at leaſt I am not 
ſure of the contrary, but if they had not part 
of that allowance did they not receive ſome of 
the Peoples for their Service, who are ſtill 
more indebted to me than they are to any 
Miniſter: but be that as it will [ be- 
lieve the World cannot eaſily — 5 ay Dr. 
Milner paid i it to me before any body elſe ; pro- 
bably very few can look ſo far. To all which 
give me leave to add, a Perſon who brings an 


Agculayon of Dilboneſty, and injuſtice againſt 
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To Mr. CO A 33 


another ſhould ſtand clear in the firſt Place of 
the Charge himſelf: If 1t be ſuch a heinous 
Fault to miſapply Money intended for publick 


Uſe? is it in the leaſt extenuated by totally 


withdrawing it, when it is going Contrary to 
the expreſs Word, of the leitator ? 


You - preſume in the cloſe of your Epiſtle 
my Maſter Milner, hath now pitch'd upon 


me for his Tool to do his dirty Jobbs; 
ſhould 1 ſuppoſe not, have | not on equal 
Right to be credited? did you never err in 
Jour opinion | defy you (you'll pardon the 


expreſſions) with all your Sagacity, and ſu- 
perior endowments, to prove it; for ! ablo— 


| lutely deny it, and abhor the Work as much 


as your ſelf, I had almoſt forgot to obſerve 


if my ſhop be ſhut, as you ſay with a 


ſneer, 1 ſhut it my felt; and I hape Provi- 
dence will ſoon open another, where 1 ſhall 


be faithfull and uſefull. That is a better, 


Dependance than Recommendations, 


Not to trouble you with any further Enlarges 


ment, whether you reckon me your Enemy or 


not; I wiſh you and your good Family All the 


Happineſs both Worlds can afford; that Divi- 
Bons and animoſities amongſt Mankind, which 


E Threaten 
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3 4 LETTER. 


Threaten the deſtruction of all ſocial Virtues, 
nay Religion itfelf, might be heal'd, and 
laid afide; that Love might reign triumphant 
in every Breaſt 'till we come to the World of 


perſect Charity. 


I am 
Your humble Servant 


THOMAS Coan. 


 Steford Feb. 28th. 
173940 


= RY 
_ I receiv'd yours, and in anfwer thereto, this is 
to let you know, that upon my being informꝭd 
vou ſaid in your prayer, what was taken to 


notwithſtanding former friendſhip, to ſend you 
. oa — 1 


ftrike at my Character, I thought it my duty 
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| Vouchers for, (I don't think you want Vouch- 


To Mr. COAD 33 


a letter of reproof becauſe 1 dealt plainly with 
you; I find you look upon it as an angry Epiſtle, 
and ſay you ſhall not imitate the language in 
many places of it, as to that, you had your 
liberty, but I don't know Pve uſed any lan- 
guage which you did not deſerve. You ſay my 
charge is grounded on a wrong information, 
and if there are any, who delight to carry in- 
teligence. to make breaches between Neigh- 
bours, they ſhould take care to ſpeak only 


the Truth. I think indeed that man whoever 


he be who ſpeaks the truth, but much more 
who ſpeaks lies with a malicious deſign to 


| rreate enmity between Neighbours, to be doing 
Satans work, and Satan is his Maſter : but a- 
mong my acquaintance I know not of any one 
but deſpiſes that wicked Work, of carrying 

Story's to make breaches between Neighbours, 


Can you fay Dr. Milner and his Tools def. 
Work, and that their ſtudy is not 
more how to make, than how to heal breaches 


I am ſure Dr. Milner, has often in a very art- 


full manner attempted to make differences be. 
tween me and my Neighbour, for no other 
reaſon as | know of but to enable him the 
better to accompliſh his wicked defigns, and J 


wou'd ask whether he has not done the ſame 
with you? You ſay the Petitions that gave ſa 


great offence cou'd be but theſe Two, which 


. perfectly well remember, and can produce 
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ered is viz. 1. God would Joes bim ut (that it 
the Doctor) under his diſcouragements in bis 


work, and wipe off in his previdence all falſe 


and unjuſt Aſperſions caſt on his good Name, 


and then you ask me where is the crime con- 


tain'd in them? and are they not different from 
tbe repreſentation made tome don't Miniſlers meer 
wich many diſcouragements in the diſcharge of 
their Dutys many d. fficulties in their way? 


and is there any harm in begging God wou'd 


# TR * them, under theme 


. anſwer befure a Man ran ro God, to fup- 


port a Perſon under the diſcouragements be 
meets with in bis Miniſtry; he ought to know 
what the diſcouragements are, whether they are 


owing to 4 ſouffling way of Preacłi ing, for if 


they are, t'is karm to beg God to ſupport #8: 


Man "under ſuch diſtouragements, for tis 0 


leſs than 18. gingGod to countenunce thpoeriſye 


Now Mr. Coad 1 People ay, Dr. Mil- 
ner preaches what he does nit believe ; for 


be WAS one of the Arſt that told hum of its 


2 ack whether the petitions are not Ae 
ie made to me; I anſwer the 
petitions are ſonie what different from what 
they were repreſented to nie, yet conſidering 


the particular juncture. of 'time in which 575 | 
© 


ger d them, dis natural I think for a wi 
| 1 
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Man to believe they were deſign'd to infinuate 
that the Letter I publiſh'd was look'd upon by 
you, to caſt falſe and unjuſt Aſperſions on Dr. Mil- 

good Name. Wirhout my being able to know 
the hearts of Men, and without having the 
faculty of diſcernings pirits communicated to me 
from above, I think | might truly or roundly 


37 


3 


without bluthing and without being the Author 
of a vile imputation fay, 'twas Hypocritical 
in you to pray fo,.as to make People believe 


that I ruin'd his reputation, 
have prov'd it, 'tis hoffling to ſay the petitions 
are in themſelves lawful, for what is in itſelf 
law ful is not always expedient, 


till you cou'd 


if you ſay you 


can't preceive but thoſe petitions at that time 
were expedient, and think they had no ten- 


dency to make People believe, 
caſt falſe and unjuſt Aſperſions on Dr. Milners 


ny Letter did 


good Name; I think it argues great weakneſs 
in you. You ſay you was never more ſerious 
* in any part of prayer; why the more ſerious 


you to deceive the People. I 


Prayer of yours, whether you 


you was or cou'd appear to be, the better cou'd 


look upon that 
was ſerlous or 


not, to be an inſtance how much fitter forms of 
Prayer are than extempore ones for publick 


worſhip; and you have thereby put arguments 


ns 4 


— 2 


- 


always appears ſerious when he Geceives 


Ig the way of deſiging men to do all their miſchief with 
an art of ſeriouſneſs, tis no new thing for them to appear ſerious 
whilſt they are impoſing upon the credulous, 


you know the Devil 


in 
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in to the Peoples Mouths againſt your ſelves, 
ſhewing them how *tis in the power of every 
little angry deſigningFellow, to carry his paſſions 
into the Pulpit and vent them in abuſing his 4 
Neighbours, by telling idle tales to the 1 
Divine being, and then fay when reprov'd for 
it, they were ferious. Lou write that Dr, 
Milners Character has had plentiful Aſperſions 
thrown upon it, both in Town and Country, 
and ask this queſtion whether none of them are 
| Falſe none of them unjuſt; and then cry out 
ſurely Charity can never believe it, you are a 
rare Champion for Dr. Milner, to tell the 
World he has had plentiful Aſperſions thrown 
upon his good Name, both in Town and 
Country, and do no more to wipe off theſe Ap- 
zerſions, than deſire People to have fo much 
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Charity as not to believe them ALL 


You imagineif I had firſt weigh'd in my thoughts, 
what our Lord had faid to forbid his followers 
from calling others, or one another by ſuch 
reproachful terms Matthew 5. 22. perhaps f 
might have inſerted a ſofter word, I fancy you 
don't rightlyunderſtand that Text, I confeſs can 
ſee, that Text condemn's my manner of writing 
to you, or to Dr. Milner, it only forbids the 
uſing reproachful terms cauſleſly, in the Sacred 
| Scriptures the Scribes and Phariſes are call'd 
Hypocrites : whoever looks into the 23 Chap. of 
Si, Matthew, will find our Bleſſed Saviour did 
— os 
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not flatter theſe blind Guides, but dealt pl 410 5 
with them, for in that one Chap. he calls them Hy- 


pocrites no leſsthan ſeven Times, and pronounces 
a wo upon them eight Times, (a) three Times be 


calls them blind Guides, (b)and twice Fools, and 
Blind, (c) and we in that Chap. learn that theſe 
Men did not practice what they taught but that 
they did ſay and do not, (d) what they did chiefly 
ſeck after, was the praiſes and euges of Men all 
their works they do, for to be ſeen of Men. (e) 


_ woe find tos in that Chap. our Saviour did rebuke 


them very ſeverely be told them that they did 


ut up the Kingdom of Heaven againſt Men, 


theſe are his words for ye ſhut up the Kingdom 
of Heaven againſt men for ye neither go in 
your ſelves, (what can be ſaid more ſevere, ) 


neither ' ſuffer ye them that are entering to go 


in, (f) and he uſes them with no after terms, 
than Serpents and Vipers? nay he put to 
them a queſtion the moſt awful that can be, 


bow can je eſcape the damnation of Hell? (g) 


if the contents of this Chap. were ſeriouly con- 


ſider'd by all who call themſelves Miniſters, 1 
believe they won d not eaſily make a Sacrifice of 


common honeſty ;, either by their preaching ur 
praying Hypocritically. „ 


(a) Matt beau 23 Verſes 
V Verfes 16. 24. 26. 
ce) Verſes 17, 19. 

a) Verſe 3. 
(e Verſe 5. 


(f) Verſe 13. 
872 Verſe 33. 


13. 14. 15. 16. 23. 25. 27. 29, 


Lou 


nern 


. You don't like my calling Dr. Milner your 
| Maſter, nor telling you 1 preſume he had 
pitch'd upon you for his 'TOOL to do his 
dirty Jobbs. Now it was from the account, 
which was given to me, of that Prayer of yours 
which I thought, and do now verily believe, 
he gave you inſtructions for, as thinking it 
might anſwer ſome ends of his with the 
Congregation. You know the account which 
was given me of your Prayer was, that it tend- 
ed, and according to your own account | find 
it is true, to make People believe | had by my 
Letter caſt falſe and unjuſt Aſperſions on his 
good Name, which is what you cannot prove, 
Now if your Prayer tended to deceive People, 
by making them believe 'twas I deprivid Dr. 
Milner, of his good Name, when *twas him 
ſeif, ſurely then you might be ſaid to do his 
dirty Jobbs, for if he wou'd have People de- 
ceiv'd, you ſhou'd have let him done it himſelf, 
Lou deny that you had in your Prayer this 
expreſſion, in that God wou'd diſappoint em 
in their deſigns, and therefore you look upon 
it as a groundleſs queſtion, in me to ask what 
you meant by the expreſſion, I think if you 
did not uſe the expreſſion, ſince I was told you 
did, it was not a crime in me to ask what 
you meant by it, if you did not uſe it, I by 
that ' queſtion gave you, as I ought to do, 2 
fair Opportunity to clear your ſelf. You ſay 

*twas your comfort you are not to ſtand before 

my Tribunal, *twas my comfort too that I any 

not at laſt to be judged by you or by de- 
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ſigning men, but that he chat is to judge me 

and all mankind is a righteous judge. 
TI ſhall. now take notice of your anſwe 

the Tvelcheſter affair which is fo Ns tes 

that I can't help telling you that I ink 


12 


*twas drawn up by that Famous ſeu fer Dr. 


Milner, tis exatly like his way of talk 


You 65 the money was given to Ape 


the deſenting intereſt at Tvelcheſter and alk 
me, whether it is not one good method to 


maintain it, to pay the arrears ; and whether you 


had not a right thereto, this I confeſs is a 


Rae ſpying: but fill in Fact tis ſhuf- 
ing; which 1 will endeavour to make ap- 
pear to the. meaneſt | capacity, by ſtateing 
the caſe of that weeting as it was.at the very 


time application was made by Dr. Milner to 


d 1 Dr. Milner, himſelf, and if you 


Bri 144 for Money to ſupport it. which account 
tal find lit my with what I've already 

{a1 Spie think it does, will vo ſtill tell 

me as you have. already, that tis not a true 
account and chat it merits 0 Anſwer? if ſo | 
ou ca thereby | A. very reat reflection upon 
Ir, 4 ilner, [ need not day what 'tis making of 


im to be, | The, caſe” is this, Dr. Milner told 


re * 


Torn that the People at loelchefter had but one 


in a Month and that they cou'd not 
og and that they had not been able for 


ſome ti time, haſt to 5% for WY more, he la- 
; . mented 
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ment] their caſe, and ſaid if they cou'd us 
a two turns in a Month the People would 
go All. ta Church; which all by the by, 
1 | think about half E dozen i in che Morning 
and about Twenty A the Afternoon, he 

. refolv'd to try whether he cou'd not get "ſome 
Money for them from Bri/ol, in order to get 
a ſecond Turn that the Meeting might not 
drop, his 1 as J ſaid was granted, he 
did not_ask for Mone pay Mr. Chad or 
orhers their arrears, R bee at lvel: 

cheſter for many Years back, wich the Peo- 
pie were not able to pay, he knew very well 
115 ch. are veſt wou'd never have been granted. 


Now if the caſe be fairly ated as I had it 
: 1 r. Milner, "hich ified iy 1 not 
appeal to every Man o f ſenſe, whether tis not 
ſouffling to {ay the Money was, given to ſup- 
port the. diſſenting Intereſt at Iveltheſt er, an 
15 _ whether 1 it is not one good | method to main- 
tain it, to oy the arrears; and alf 0 to fk =_ 
whether you had not a rig ht ern: tell 40 kr. | 
dà gain you W. right 1 ſo much 1. 
thing of th . 5 PL: üben bir t you 
write ou aye ad Ix ounds, f Wi 
wou'd {8 me p. Ab 615 the remaidder you 
thit 0 ther keep it för Hi 
arrears, f r his P Preact in "there af A baye twenty 
Yo back? and I. te 1 you 4g 0 too tha 


vau cannot be an Bögen Mank Ai you pay 
back that Money to thoſe who — d that 
5 lecoup 
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not how to make a better reply to t 


ſecond Turn; for 'twas for them it was aſk'd, and 
to you it was given, they and not you earn'd 
ir, therefore they, and not von, ought to have 
had it, in ſhort *twas impoſſible but that Dr. 


Milner and you muſt both know, by miſap- 
plying that Money the ſecond Turn at Jvcl- 


cheſter, wou'd drop, and the meeting houſe 


door wou'd be ſhut up. | You fay it muſt be 


confeſs'd that Congregation was very weak if 


ſuch a trifle ruin'd it, a likely nory | I know 
is than by 
aſking Dr. Milner and you this obvious queſ- 


* 


„ .. e 
Suppoſe you ſaw a Perſon fo very weak, 


'that he could not Walk without Crutches, 


' Fle ſuppoſe too notwithſtanding you ſaw him 


fo weak that you took away his crutches, 


do you think upon your being blam'd for 


It, it wou'd in the leaſt extenuate that crime, 
to ſay it muſt be confeſs'd that Man was very 


weak if he cou'd not walk without Crutches ! 
à likely ſtory —— *Tis quibling to ſay if 
by the appointment of Mr. _— with the 


Appointment of the principal members of 
that Meeting, (ſince you can't ſay it WAS 
by their appointment) you receiv'd that ſmall 
allowance for 2 or 3 Years, you can't ſee the 


injuſtice and diſhoneſty attending it; if youll | 


allow '"twas injuſtice and diſhoneſty in Dr. 
Milners giving you that Money without their 
appointment, 1 do again tell you that 'twas 
e Jane hv their aonointment, they did not 

0 . know 


%- : 
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have done it. You go on and ſay, if they had 
not part of that allowance, thit is thoſe to 
whom money was due upon arrears as well as 
your ſelf, did they not receive ſome of the 
people for their ſcrvice? who ſay you, are ſtill 
wore indebted to- you than they are to any 
Miniſter. I anſwer I don't know to whom 
the people paid money for preaching but this 
1 have to ſay for the people, if they paid 
money to others and not to you, I dont doubt 
but *twas becauſe they thought they and not 
vou deſerv'd it; but be that as it will, I 
. nothing to do with the peoples ma- 
nagement, I only ſhew that vou and Dr Milner, 
have been too cunning for the people and 
their Parſons too. You believe the world can't 
ſo eafily gueſs why Dr. Milter paid the Mo- 
ney to you before any body elſe. 


I thought becauſe I ſaw it eaſily myſelf, o- 
thers cou'd too, but ſince you think they can't, 
_ Fil give you what 1 took to be the Reaſon of it, 
your Father is a payer to Dr. Milner, and 
*twas thought he did not pay quite enough, 
now if by his giving you that Money your 
Father wou'd thereupon advance bis pay, he 
knew there were others wou'd probably advance 
theirs too. You ſay a perſon who brings an 
accuſation of diſſhuneity and injuſtice againſt 
another ſhou'd ſtand clear in the firit Place of 
the charge himſelf Ge. — | defy you and 
Dr. Aliiner, (you'll pardoa me for uling a 95 
. 5 which 


4 A LETTER 


which don't like) to lay a juſt charge upon me 
fot diſhoneſty and injuſtice, or that Iv'e with- 
drawh what does in juſtice belong to any one 
Whoever, I believe you refer to my not giving 
any thing to that coalecfiabls Brother of yours 
Denbiey for his deluding the People at Compron, 
ſo, I knew of Vothing which I keep from 
Him which 1 in juſtice he ought to have, unleſs 
it be the Caſh, let who will give that fellow 
Money for playing with or for perverting the 
word of God, I wuſt tell you 1 can't in con- 


ſcience do it, what ever you might repreſent 


25 to be, I tell you | have to great a value 


for revelation to do jt, Perhaps you look upon 
him as the Minſter of Compton Meeting, I look 
npon him to be no Miniſter at all, | take hin 
to be an Impoſter and Deceiver, and one 1 ſay 


that plays with or perverts, not preaches the 
Word. of God. If he's told he talks that 
to the People which he don't believe himfelf, 
why he has brow enough to ſay that they 
ought to believe it tho? Iw'e deſpis d him ever 
Ince he told me he alter'd his er method 


of preaching, becauſe he found that wou'd not 


pale the People, and he is not only deſpis'd 
y me but among the Senſible part of the 
congregation of Compton too; and he cou'd not 


have the face to preach there one Sunday more, 
had he not an uncommon itock of Impudance. 
J believe the congregation at Compton, don't 


thank Dr. Milner, for impoſing that pitifull 
Wo _ TOOE, : 
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TOOL of his upon them, and that he will not 
be able again to impoſe ſuch anotherſupon them, 
ik there is ſuch another,) no, tho he ſhou'd tell 

them he wou' done day or other, give them Tivo 
hundredinſtead of one hundred pounds, whatever 

Dr. Milner, thinks by his Ru ſuch a fellow 
into this Country he has gain'd to himſelf no 
credit by it. I have been told Dr, Milner 
does ſometimes ſay, he ſent for him for Win. 
born | am ſure he talk'd of me about ſending for 
him for Compton, but ſuppoſe he had ſettled 
his him at Vinborn by artfull cunning, why this 
wou'd be all the difference, he wou'd have ſet- 
teled an infamous fellow at Winbora, inſtead of 
( 5 
HFle is a man I confeſs I ſhou'd be aſham'd to 
be ſeen to walk with, I think he deſerves not 
to be ſeen in the Pulpit, but I won't ſay he 
does not in the Pillory; I muſt tell you and Dr. 
Milner, too notwithſtanding out former Friend 
ſhip was I to give that baſe man tho a Brother 
of yours any money which Þ've the diſpoſing of 
T ſhou'd pervert the intent and deſign of it. 
Compton people know very well what money 

k have. in my hands 1 reſerve till they have 2 
Miniſter. „ 
Lou miſtake me by. ſaying I faid 
your ſhop was ſhut up, I never hear'd but 
that *twas kept open ſtill. what I ſaid was 
that you are now without a ſhop, I meant 
which you cou'd call your own, If providence 
ſhall open another for you, if you are faith- 
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